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ITTBBS to pick 40 girl
~ students for science prog

Aims To Inspire

Women To Pursue

Higher Studies
Hemanta.Pradhan
@timesgroup.com

Bhubaneswar: In order to
encourage and inspire fe-
malestudentstopursue hig-
her education, IIT Bhuba-
neswar has decided to select
40 students of Class XI (sci-
ence stream) from Odisha
and provide them training
and exposure.

The event, part of the Vi-
gyan Jyoti programme fun-
ded by the department of
science and technology
(DST) which falls under the
Union ministry of science
and technology, will be held
between June4and 24.

IIT sources said the se-
lected students will be pro-
videdfull support including
travel, boarding and lod-
ging to attend the program-
me. They will stay inside the
IIT campus hereand getafe-
elof thenational institute.

“This is a holistic pro-
gramme to encourage wo-
men to pursue higher edu-
cation and become self-reli-
ant and independent in life.
The aim of the programme
is to create a gender-enab-
ling environment. and
strengthen the ecosystem,”
said RV Rajakumar, direc-
tor of the IIT Bhubaneswar.

: e added that the institute

has written to all colleges
and secondary schools in
the state to send their wards
to the institute for the pro-
gramime. “We will select

“ This is a holistic
programme to
encourage women to
pursue higher education
and become self-reliant
and independent in life.
Its aim is to create a
gender-enabling
environment

RV RAJAKUMAR
Director, lIT Bhubaneswar

them on the basis of merit.
If we get more students, we
will conduct a test on the
campus to select the stu-
dents weneed,” hesaid.
Rajakumar further said
the institute may increase
the number of participants
to 45 from 40. “We will also
relax the qualifying marks

for students coming from
the tribal or backward re-
gions of the state,” he ad-
ded.

Prominent female scien-
tists or faculty members,
entrepreneurs and admini-
strators from different
parts of the country will
share their experience and
showcasethecareeroptions
available in science and
technology, business and
administration.

They can enjoy trips to
planetariums, science labs,
research centres and places
of historical interest as a
part of the exposure visit.
Knowledge will be imparted
through '‘good movies and
documentaries on interes-
ting science topics and bio-
graphies of famous female
achievers, said sources in
the institute.
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