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A one day workshop on “Affordable Housing: Materials and Technologies” was successfully 

organized by the school of infrastructure, IIT Bhubaneswar, on 19th June 2015. 

The workshop was inaugurated by Shri. Gokul Chandra Pati, Chief Secretary, Govt. of Odisha, 

as chief guest of the function. Shri. Pati shared valuable information on different housing schemes 

taken up by the state and insisted on mass housing schemes to meet the demand as per the 

national mission of “Housing for All by 2022”. To fulfil this mission, he sought technical 

interventions by premier institutes like IITs, NITs with cost effective solutions.  Er. Nalini Kanta 

Pradhan, EIC-cum-Secreatray, Works Department, Govt of Odisha, was the guest of honour in 

the innaguration function. In his address, he has emphasized the involvement of academia in 

effective implementation of mass housing schemes in the state. There were deliberations by many 

eminent speakers focusing on the theme of the workshop. The keynote address was delivered by 

prof. Devdas Menon, Senior Professor from Dept. of Civil Engineering, IIT Madras.  The 

deliberations in the workshop were focusing on following few important aspects: 

 GFRG (Glass Fiber Reinforced Gypsum) panel fabrication and its use for low-cost housing 

and speed construction. 

 Development of light weight concrete from industrial wastes like fly-ash and red mud 

 Confined masonry technology for construction of cyclone and earthquake resistant 

houses.  

 Planning aspects for low cost houses.  

The delegates from different sectors who are considered to be the stake holders in affordable 
housing actively participated during the workshop. There were more than 40 participants, which 
includes delegates from works Dept., Rural Development Dept., BDA, IDCO and faculties from 
engineering and architectural colleges.  There was a panel discussion at the end of the workshop 
to discuss some of the important points evolved during the workshop. The discussion was mainly 
focused on “mass housing: challenges towards speed and quality construction”.  
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