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Dharmendra Pradhan Rides Cycle During Rally From
Barunei Pitha to IIT Bhubaneswar Campus in Odisha's
Khordha (Watch Video)

Union Education Minister Dharmendra Pradhan on Monday rode a ..

Link https://www.latestly.com/socially/india/news/dharmendra-pradhan-rides-cycle-
during-rally-from-barunei-pitha-to-iit-bhubaneswar-campus-in-odishas-khordha-watch-
video-5370995.html
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Education Minister Shri Dharmendra Pradhan Pays
Tribute To Local Martyrs And Freedom Fighters

* ‘Meri Maati Mera Desh’ Campaign organized at IIT Bhubaneswar °
Families of freedom fighters from Khordha felicitated

Bhubaneswar : Shri Dharmendra Pradhan ji, Union Minister of Education and Minister of Skill
Development & Entrepreneurship paid tribute to the martyrs and freedom fighters from
Khordha at Indian Institute of Technology (lIT) Bhubaneswar campus at Argul, Jatni on 28th
August, as part of the nationwide ‘Meri Maati Mera Desh’ campaign, on the call of the Prime
Minister of the country to pay homage to the heroes who have given supreme sacrifice for the
motherland. To commemorate the campaign as the culminating event of ‘Azadi ka Amrit
MahotsaV’, a series of events were organized.

In the beginning of this programme, Shri Dharmendra Pradhan ji paid floral tribute to the
‘Shahid Smruti Stambh’ at Barunei Hill and collected Sacred Soil of Barunei in the ‘Amrut Kalas’,
which will be used to create an ‘Amrit Vatika’ in Delhi. A Cycle Rally bearing the Message of
‘Meri Maati Mera Desh’ campaign was organized from the Barunei Hill to IIT Bhubaneswar
campus. Around 500 students and para-military personnel, led by Hon’ble Minister
participated in this cycle rally.

Under the ‘Dedication of Shilaphalakam’ and ‘Vasudha Vandan’ initiatives of ‘Meri Maati Mera
Desh’ campaign, Hon’ble Minister Shri Dharmendra Pradhan ji, installed a ‘Memorial Plaque’
in memory of Martyrs of Khordha and planted saplings in the Institute premises in the
presence of other dignitaries and students.

On this occasion, Prof. Shreepad Karmalkar, Director, IIT Bhubaneswar welcomed the Chief
Guest, dignitaries, families of the freedom fighters and martyrs and the students, faculty and
staff present in this programme.

The Amrut Kalas with the Sacred Soil was handed over to IIT Bhubaneswar. The IIT residents
will add soil from the campus and hand the Kalas over to Nehru Yuva Kendra Sangathan.

He also honoured families of 6 martyrs and freedom fighters from Khordha. The names of the
freedom fighters are : Shri Hemanta Kumar Panda, Shri Balaji Mangaraj, Shri K.M Praharaj,
Rahmatullah Khan, Shri Rabindra Kumar Behera and Shri Dibakar Mahapatra.

Shri Dharmendra Pradhan ji administered the Panch Pran pledge to a gathering during the
programme at the Institute.



Speaking on the occasion, Shri Dharmendra Pradhan ji said that though India now has its
footsteps on the moon and achieved many more accolades, this is the time to remember the
contribution of the freedom fighters who fought for the independence of the country.
Khordha and especially, Barunei Hill, is a testament to Odisha’s rich cultural and historical
heritage. The soil of Khordha has witnessed the heroism and sacrifices of many martyrs and
freedom fighters, which give more relevance to the ‘Meri Maati Mera Desh’ campaign. He
informed that the Sacred Soil, collected from this place will be taken to the Amrut Vatika at
the Saheed Memorial in New Delhi, to remember the great martyrs and freedom fighters of
the country. He also asked the representatives of various institutions and organizations
present to organize such event and take part in this campaign. He remembered the sacrifice
of the freedom fighters like Buxi Jagabandhu and Jayee Rajguru and urged all to take the legacy
ahead and work towards the making India developed and self-reliant.

The event was graced by dignitaries from various organisations and institutions including UCO
Bank, India Post, AIIMS Bhubaneswar, Siksha O Anusandhan University, KIIT University, CV
Raman University, Centurion University, KVS, BSF, NDRF, ITBP, SDI, ICT, Nehru Yuva Kendra
Sangthan, Income Tax, 41 Battalion etc. More than 4000 participants including students
participated in this event and paid homage to the martyrs and freedom fighters of the region.

From IIT Bhubaneswar, the programme was coordinated by Prof. R.R. Dash, Dean (SA) and Shri
Bamadev Acharya, Registrar.

Link : https://indiaeducationdiary.in/education-minister-shri-dharmendra-pradhan-pays-tribute-to-
local-martyrs-and-freedom-fighters/
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Headline: Hon’ble Education Minister Shri Dharmendra Pradhan pays tribute to local martyrs
and freedom fighters
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Headline: Create new traditions of knowledge, be determined to take country to new heights:

Pradhan to youth
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Create new traditions of
knowledge, be determined
to take country to new

heights: radhan to youth

PBD BUREAU
BHUBANESWAR, AUG 28

UNION Education and
Skill Development
Minister Dharmendra
Pradhan on Monday
called youths to create a
new tradition of knowl-
edge and resolve to take
the country to new
heights.

He said this while
addressing the people at
Barunei in Khordha dis-
trict during a programme
held under 'Meri Mitti
Mera Desh Abhiyan'.

The Union Minister
first visited the historic
Khordhagarh and offered
prayers at Maa Barunei
and Maa Karunei temples.

He offered tributes to
the freedom fighters at the
‘Shaheed Smriti Stambh' at
the foothills of Barunei
Hill. After collecting soil
[rom this place, he trav-
elled to Bhubaneswar's 1IT
campus in a cycle rally. He
installed a 'Memorial
Plaque' at the IIT campus
to honour the freedom
fighters and who sacri-
ficed their lives for the
country. He also joined the
students in  planting
saplings in the campus,
On this occasion, students
from various educational
institutions displayed the
map of India in the form
of a human chain.

Pradhan participated
in the 'Meri Mitti Mera
Desh' program organized
at the IIT Bhubaneswar
campus and administered
the oath of 'panchpran’ to
the students 'to realize the
dream of making India a
self-reliant and developed
nation by 2047".

Pradhan vowed to
‘honour the people who
have dedicated them-
selves to strengthening the
unity and integrity of
India and for the security
of the country’ and 'to ful-
fil duties as citizens with
determination’.

On this occasion,
Union Minister Pradhan
said that 200 years ago,
brave warriors led by Buxi
Jagabandhu fought
against the British in the
heroic land of Khordha. In
today's knowledge-based
era, we need to resolve to
create a new tradition of
knowledge and take the
country to new heights,
just as the soldiers of the
country are prokecting us,
he said.

We should respond to
the Prime Minister's call
and contribute for a devel-
oped India by 2047, said
Pradhan while urging stu-
dents of all educational
institutions to join the
social movement like
‘Meri Mitti Mera Desh’ to
make this campaign a suc-
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Headline:
IIT Bhubaneswar
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Headline: Partnership is important for creation of developed India: Dharmendra Pradhan
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Headline: Create new traditions of knowledge, be determined to take country to new heights:
Pradhan to youth
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