IIT teachers, students turn Santa for dropout children of
migrant workers

BHUBANESHWAR: IIT Bhubaneswar teachers and students have turned Santa
for 16 dropout children by sending them to school again. Children of migrant

workers, who are engaged in the construction work of the national institute,
could not continue education after their parents migrated to the worksite.

The teachers and students initially taught the kids of the migrant workers
residing in the premises of the institution’s campus and then helped them to
get admission in local school for formal education.

This literacy programme commenced from September this year.

Official sources said that migrant workers from Chhattisgarh, Madhya Pradesh
and Odisha are engaged in the construction works undergoing in the IIT
Bhubaneswar campus.

"These workers are staying in the campus of the institute with their families.
Because of their migration, the education of their children was disrupted.
Objective of the programme was to provide basic education to these children,
along with nutritional support,” said Naresh Chandra Sahu, professor of IIT
Bhubaneswar.

The faculty members and student volunteers had interacted with the migrant
children and their parents and motivated them to join the initiative. Initially,
basic education was provided to the children by the volunteers at the Central
Library of the institute. They were provided with books, school bags and other
stationery items for their studies, said the official sources.



In order to provide formal education to the kids, Sahu said, efforts were made
for their enrolment at the local government schools. After discussing with the
local school authorities, as many as 16 students have recently got admission in
different classes at Podapada Anganwadi and Podapada upper primary school.
“Besides the formal classes at the school, evening classes are also continued
for them at the Central Library by the volunteers,” he added.

The literacy programme was rolled out by the IIT Bhubaneswar with the efforts
of Unnat Bharat Abhiyan (UBA). Seema Bahinipati, coordinator of UBA, said,
“Qur vision was to bring these children back to education and it was a
challenge in some cases, since their language of study was different in their
native states. So, our literacy programme started with teaching of English and
Hindi alphabets and making them learn numbers and counting. After they get
ready, school authorities are approached for enrolment.”

Apart from education, the children are provided with healthy traditional snacks.
The initiative also includes promoting social and hygiene awareness as well as
moral value teaching through video screening, said the official sources.

Link: https://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/city/bhubaneswar/iit-teachers-students-turn-santa-for-
dropout-children-of-migrant-workers/articleshow/106271174.cms
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https://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/city/bhubaneswar/iit-teachers-students-turn-santa-for-dropout-children-of-migrant-workers/articleshow/106271174.cms

A

S0 SHENe /e
THE TIMES OF INDIA

IIT teachers, students turn Santa for dropout children of
migrant workers

IIT Bhubaneswar, in collaboration with Unnat Bharat Abhiyan, has transformed the
lives of 16 dropout children from migrant worker families engaged in campus
construction. Overcoming language barriers, teachers and students provided basic
education at the institute's Central Library, then facilitated their enrollment in local
schools. This literacy initiative, which commenced in September, not only focuses on
academics but also includes nutritional support, traditional snacks, and social
awareness through video screenings, demonstrating a holistic commitment to
education and well-being.

IIT Bhubaneswar's Transformative Initiative: 16 Dropout Children Return to School Amid Campus
Construction.

BHUBANESWAR: IIT Bhubaneswar teachers and students have played the role
of Santa for 16 dropout children, sending them back to school. These children,
belonging to migrant workers engaged in the construction work of the national
institute, faced discontinuation of their education when their parents migrated
to the worksite.

Initially, teachers and students taught the children of migrant workers residing
on the institution's campus. Subsequently, they assisted in securing admissions
for formal education in local schools. This literacy program began in September
of this year.

Official sources revealed that migrant workers from Chhattisgarh, Madhya
Pradesh, and Odisha are involved in the ongoing construction works at the IIT
Bhubaneswar campus.



Faculty members and student volunteers interacted with migrant children and
their parents, motivating them to participate in the initiative. Initially,
volunteers provided basic education to the children at the Central Library of the
institute. They were equipped with books, school bags, and other stationary
items for their studies, according to official sources.

To ensure formal education, Sahu explained that efforts were made to enroll
the children in local government schools. After discussions with local school
authorities, 16 students recently gained admission to different classes at
Podapada Anganwadi and Podapada Upper Primary School. "Besides formal
classes at the school, evening classes are also continued for them at the
Central Library by the volunteers," he added.

The literacy program was launched by IIT Bhubaneswar through the efforts of
Unnat Bharat Abhiyan (UBA). Seema Bahinipati, coordinator of UBA, stated,
"Qur vision was to bring these children back to education, and it was a
challenge in some cases since their language of study was different in their
native states. So, our literacy program started with teaching English and Hindi
alphabets and making them learn numbers and counting. After they are ready,
school authorities are approached for enrollment.”

In addition to education, the children receive healthy traditional snacks. The
initiative also encompasses promoting social and hygiene awareness, as well as
moral value teaching through video screenings, according to official sources.

Linke:  https://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/education/news/iit-teachers-students-turn-santa-for-
dropout-children-of-migrant-workers/articleshow/106277579.cms
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IIT Bhubaneswar conducts Literacy Programmefor
Childrenof Migrant

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE
BHUBANESWAR, 22 DECEMBER

Students and faculty of the Indi-
an Institute of Technology
(IIT) Bhubaneswar haveunder -
taken aliteracy programme for
children of migrant workers
residing in the premises of the
campus here.

Many of the children have
now beenable to getenrolled
in local schools. The objec-
tiveof the programme wasto
provide basic education to
these children, along with
nutritional support

It may be mentioned that
migrantworkers fromChhat-
tisgarh, Madhya Pradesh and
Odisha are engaged in the
construction works undergo-
ing in the IIT Bhubaneswar
Campus

Theseworkers areresiding
in the campus of the institute
with their families. Because of
theirmigration, theeducation

oftheir childrenwas disrupt-
ed. The major objective of the
programme was to enable
these children who havebeen
dropped outofschoolsdueto
migration to resume their
studiesand provide education
to the children who were yet
to start their education
Under the flagship of the
CSR Cell of 1IT Bhubaneswar
and with the efforts of Unnat
Bharat Abhiyan (UBA), the

Literacy Programme was rolled
out for these kids.

Led by Dr. Naresh Chandra
Sahu, Professor-in-Charge,
Corporate Socal Responsi-
bilities (CSR) and Dr. Seema
Bahinipati Coordinator, UBA,
the faculty members and stu-
dent volunteers interacted
with the migrant children and
their parents and motivated
them to join the initiative.

The Central Library of the
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Workers

institute was used as a class-
room for the children and they
were provided with books,
school bags and study mate-
rial

Efforts were also made for
their enroliment in the local
governmentschools, With the
concerted and organzed effory,
as many as 16 students have
recently gotenrolimentindif-
ferent classes in Podapada
Anganwadi and Podapada
Upper Primary School.

Dr. Naresh Chandra Sahu
said: “This isoneofitskind ven-
ture by IIT Bhubaneswar,
which not only aims at address-
ing the educational needs of
thesechildren but also focus-
es ontheirover-allwell-being
and development. Besides
theformal classes at the school,
evening classes are also con
tinued for them atthe Central
Library by the volunteers.”

Dr.Seema Bahinipati said:
“Our vision was to bring these

children back toeducationand
itwasa challengp at some cases,
since their language of study
was different in their native
states. So, our literacy pro-
gramme started with teaching
ofEnglish and Hindialphabets,
and making them learnnum-
bers and counting”

Children receive audio-
videoeducationto raise their
awareness about sanitation,
cleanliness, moral values etc.
“After the proper study of their
growth, theschool authorities
were approached for their
enrollment indifferent class-
es,” she added.

Apart from education, the
members of this group also
ensume the provisionof essen-
tlal nutrients under this pro-
gramme. The children are
provided with snacks after
every class. Other nutrition-
al support includes the dis-
tribution of healthy tradi-
tional snacks.
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IIT BBS imparts Ilteracy for kids of migrant workers
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Tbc Indian Institute of
Technology (IIT)
Bhubaneswar, as part of its so-
cial responsibility, is conduct-
ing a literacy programme for
the children of the migrant
workers residing in the pre-
mises of its campus. The
programme has been com-
menced from September
These children have now got
the opportunity to get en-
rolled in the local schools and
start their basic education.
Migrant workers from
Chhattisgarh, Madhya Pradesh
and Odisha are engaged in the
construction works undergo-

- “ur

ing in the IIT Bhubaneswar
campus. These workers are re-
siding in the campus of the
institute with their families.
Because of their migration, the
education of their children was

Led by Dr Naresh Chandra
Sahu, Professor-in-Charge,

Corporate Social Responsibili-
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ties (CSR) and Dr Seema
Bahinipati, Coordinator, UBA,
faculty members and student
volunteers interacted with the
ents and motivated them to join
provided with books, schoolbags
and other stationary items. Ef-
forts were made for their enrol-
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IIT Bhubaneswar Conducts

Literacy Programme For Children
Of Migrant Workers

Bhubaneswar : Indian Institute of Technology (lIT) Bhubaneswar, as part of its social
responsibility, is conducting a Literacy Programme for the children of the migrant
workers residing in the premises of its campus. Initiated by the efforts of the faculty
members and student volunteers of the Institute, this literacy programme has been
commenced from September 2023. Under this programme, these children have now
got the opportunity to get enrolled in the local schools and start their basic education.

The objective of the programme was to provide basic education to these children,
along with nutritional support. It may be mentioned that migrant workers from
Chhattisgarh, Madhya Pradesh and Odisha are engaged in the construction works
undergoing in the IIT Bhubaneswar Campus. These workers are residing in the
campus of the institute with their families. Because of their migration, the education
of their children was disrupted. The major objective of the programme was to enable
these children who have been dropped out of schools due to migration to resume their
studies and provide education to the children who were yet to start their education. In
this line, under the flagship of the CSR Cell of IIT Bhubaneswar and with the efforts of
Unnat Bharat Abhiyan (UBA), the Literacy Programme was rolled out for these kids.
Led by Dr. Naresh Chandra Sahu, Professor-in-Charge, Corporate Social
Responsibilities (CSR) and Dr. Seema Bahinipati, Coordinator, UBA, the faculty
members and student volunteers interacted with the migrant children and their
parents and motivated them to join the initiative. At the initial stage, basic education
was provided to the children by the volunteers at the Central Library of the Institute.
They were provided with books, school bags and other stationary items for their
studies. To take this initiative a further up making provision for formal education,
efforts were made for their enrollment in the local government schools. With the
concerted and organized effort, as many as 16 students have recently got enrollment
in different classes in Podapada Anganwadi and Podapada Upper Primary School.

Speaking on this initiative, Dr. Naresh Chandra Sahu said: “This is one of its kind
venture by IIT Bhubaneswar, which not only aims at addressing the educational needs
of these children but also focuses on their over-all well-being and development.
Besides the formal classes at the school, evening classes are also continued for them
at the Central Library by the volunteers.”



Informing about the approach of this initiative, Dr. Seema Bahinipati said: “Our vision
was to bring these children back to education and it was a challenge at some cases,
since their language of study was different in their native states. So, our literacy
programme started with teaching of English and Hindi alphabets, and making them
learn numbers and counting.” Their level of learning was documented on a database
initially and further teaching by volunteers was done based on the data available on
the database. Children receive audio-video education to raise their awareness about
sanitation, cleanliness, moral values etc. “After the proper study of their growth, the
school authorities were approached for their enrollment in different classes,” she
added.

Apart from education, the members of this group also ensure the provision of
essential nutrients under this programme. The children are provided with snacks after
every class. Other nutritional support includes the distribution of healthy traditional
snacks. The initiative also includes promoting social and hygiene awareness as well
as moral value teaching through video screening. To enhance connectivity with these
children and their families, the members have also distributed clothes to them. This
programme aims at providing quality education and a healthy life to these children
with many new initiatives, which will be taken up in future.

Link: https://orissadiary.com/iit-bhubaneswar-conducts-literacy-programme-for-children-of-
migrant-workers/
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