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ITT-BBS to get a ‘world
class’ Centre of Excellence

Bhubaneswar: The state
governmenton Wednesday
said it would support the
establishment of a world
class Centre of Excellence
in the Research and Entre-
preneurship Park of IIT,
Bhubaneswar. This apart,
the government has recog-
nized at least 130 startup
ventures under the Odisha
Start up Initiative, official
sourcessaid.

The decisions were ta-
ken at the second Startup
Council Meeting held here
under the chairmanship
of chief secretary A P Pad-
hi, whodirected officialsto
undertake more focused
and outcome-orientedacti-
vities for the promotion of
innovative entrepreneurs-
hipinthestate.

The centre at II'T would
deal with virtual and aug-
mented reality, Padhi said,
adding that work on it had
beenkick-started by acont-
ribution of Rs 2.5 crore
from Susmita Bagchianda
matching grant of Rs 2.5
crore by the state govern-
ment.

Omkar Rai, director-ge-
neral of Software Techno-
logy Park of India (STPI),
who was present at the me-
eting, also promised a
grantof Rs2.5crorefor the
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centreatIIT. Various activities over
Participatingintheme- the next six months, with

_eting, R V Raja Kumar, di-

rectorof [ITBhubaneswar,
said the centre would have
a world-class incubation
facility, laboratory, highly
focused courses along with
education and skill deve-
lopment programmes.

The council approved
product development and
financial assistance for
two new startups in the fi-
eld of ‘automation in in-
dustry maintenance’ and
‘alternative technology for
repair of oil and gas pipeli-
nes’,

estimated expenditure of
Rs 15 crore, was approved
at the meeting. It also no-
minated XIMB, Centurian
University, IITM, and KIIT
as evaluators of startup
proposals.

Earlier, the council had
nominated six nodal agen-
ciesforevaluatingand pro-
cessing startup applica-
tions. These were: 11T Bhu-
baneswar, STPI Bhubanes-
war, NIT Rourkela, IMMT
Bhubaneswar, OUAT Bhu-
baneswar and NIFT Bhu-
baneswar. pmi
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