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Bhubaneswar, Feb. 12: The
Indian Institute of Technolo-
gy (IIT) here plans to increase
its BTech seats for various
streams from 260 to 350 from
the next academie session.

The IIT authorities also
plan to shift all their academic
operations to their permanent
campus at Argul from the
coming session. In January
last year, the institute started
shifting some of its unitsto its
permanent campus at Argul
village on the outskirts of
Bhubaneswar.

The IIT is also set to intro-
duce a number of subjects
from the next academic ses-
sion at the undergraduate and
postgraduate levels.

“Qur focus is on contribut-
ing to the societal develop-
ment with dedicated student
and faculty engagements,”
said [IT Bhubaneswar direc-
tor R.V. Raja Kumar, while
speaking on the occasion of
its 9th foundation day celebra-
tions today.

Union minister Dharmen-
dra Pradhan, who attended
the event as the chief guest,
gladly offered to be the “brand
ambassador” of the institu-
tion to take it to greater
heights.

“India, particularly the
state of Odisha, with its cul-
ture richness and heritage,
can surpass any country in
the world if an institution,
such as the II'T Bhubaneswar,
takes up the challenge in pro-
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viding the leadership. I assure
all the help from the central
government in the process,”
Pradhan said addressing the
students.

The central minister em-
phasised on the state’s miner-
al richness of the state of
Odisha in the natural re-
sources and called upon the
students and faculty to dream
big and use their potentials in
a manner so that the country
benefits from their innova-
tion.

Union human resource de-
velopment minister Prakash
Javadekar also conveyed his
best wishes to the students,
faculty and staff on the foun-
dation day through a telephon-
ic conversation with Pradhan.

The state government has
given the IIT 40 acres at Laudi-
gaon in Ganjam district to set
up a coastal observatory and
an innovation centre for cli-
mate change. The director said
the work on the centre was
going on in full swing.

~ The institution also gave
away excellence awards to fac-
ulty members for their contri-
butions in innogvative teaching
and research hased on the feed-
back received from students.

Assistant professors Yo-
gesh Ganpat Bhoomkar and
Arindam Sarkar, associate
professor Mihir Pandit and ad-
junct professor Kumkum Mo-
hanty received the awards.

Niser director V. Chan-
drasekhar, who was guest of
honour, delivered his talk on
thelife of scientist C.V. Raman.

IIT Bhubaneswar director RV Raja Kuumar felicitates
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